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President’s Message
This is an exciting and scary time for all of us as we take our first steps back into the world of in person meetings and a
show. With precautions, we can prevent the spread of covid so mask up everyone as we gather for our Member Meeting
on the 19th in Groveland, MA and join together in Bow, NH for what we hope is a very exciting show and competition. Be
sure to go online to find the registration form for the competition. Read the rules and fill out the form then send it all in
with your payment. I want to personally meet all the competitors during the weekend so look for me as I wander the
halls.
Now, many of us didn’t do much carving in our time at home, our motivation is being together with like-minded people. I
know that the Central Massachusetts Caricature Carvers have been meeting. What a fun group of carvers with whom to
share a few hours every week. This is the group I’m in and we have expanded our meetings: Tuesday morning at the
Gardner Senior Center, Tuesday night at Monty Tech Voke School (on the lawn) and Thursday morning at the Westminster Senior Center. They also get together at a local farmer’s market in Barre, MA on Saturday morning. That is a lot of
carving! I don’t bring this up to brag but to encourage any of the clubs in New England to let our NEWC Secretary, Linda
Parviainen, know if you have started meeting in person, where and what your hours are. She worked very hard recently
updating the website list of clubs. Check them out to make sure it’s all correct and that you are included.
Keep those chips flying!
Jan LeClair

SOW 10/23– 10/24
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SOW

Treasurer’s Report
Opening Balance

It is exciting to have a live Spirit of Wood Show in a new location. The
members are excited about its return and many are eager to return
and help out as they have done in the past. As the new Vice President of NEWC. I was impressed with the support I have received to
get the show organized. Everyone has been very cooperative and
helpful.

$13,888.27

Income:
Membership Income

$791.00

Regular Meeting Events (Raffle/Auction)

$190.00

Total Income

This year certainly has its challenges, but the mechanics of running
the show are moving along. We have been putting the word out and
hoping a live show will attract a large audience which has been looking for events to attend. We expect the fall foliage traffic around
Bow, NH off Rte. 93 will attract visitors.

$981.00

Expenses:
Meeting Hall Expense

$937.47

Membership Expenses

$403.88

Spirit of Wood Deposit

$750.00

Storage Unit

$303.00

Banking Fees

$

Newsletter Printing

$143.49

Insurance Payment

$571.00

3.00

Total Expenses

$3,111.84

Ending Balance

$11,757.43

Tree of Hope Balance

This is where the membership has to step in. We need to attend the
show and bring or invite as many people as possible. Each carving
group has to put the word out to local media and other woodworking groups or suppliers in your area. There are copies of flyers and a
press release available through the NEWC website and in this issue.
I am a pleasure carver. I love to see the work of other Carvers and
talk shop. It inspires me to try new things and improve. We need
each other to make this a successful show.
We can each help out by attending, bring several pieces for showing
at the group tables for the visitors to see, entering pieces for judging,
and asking people who seem interested in carving to join and share
out Spirit of Wood and creativity. I look forward to meeting you. I’ll
be walking around with a Gandolf the Grey walking Stick.

$4,786.81

NEWC Available Funds $6,976.63

Thanks for the great work you have done for NEWC—Neil Gallagher

2021 NEWC Awards
President’s Award- recipient Paul Crowley
This award, presented by President Laurie Farrell, is given in recognition of outstanding service.

Volunteer’s Award– recipient Kim Rhault
The Volunteer’s Award, presented by President Laurie Farrell, is given in recognition of outstanding service.

NEWC– Tree of Hope Award –recipient Tara Weagle and Tables at the Farm
Presented by Laurie Farrell, this Distinguished Service Award is given in recognition of outstanding contributions.

Administrator’s Award– recipient Laurie Farrell
Originated by the Executive Board, this award, presented by Jan LeClair, is in recognition of outstanding
leadership.

NEWC Member of the Year Award– recipient Laurie Farrell
Presented by Gary Filiault, this award recognizes outstanding dedication to NEWC
Congratulations and thank you to all this year’s recipients!
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Members of the Board of Directors

Obituary

Executive Board

Basil LeBlanc, artist, engineer and veteran of World War II, died
May 27, 2021. He was 96 years old. Basil attended a two room
school house, graduating as the only member of his high school
class. In World War II, he served with the Canadian Grenadier
Guards as a radioman in a Sherman tank and was wounded in the
battle of Rhineland. He lost contact with his regiment for 70 years,
but serendipity engineered a reunion and finally received his
Wound Stripe in a 2014 ceremony at regimental headquarters in
Montreal. He later represented his regiment in France for the centennial of the World War I Battle of Vimy Ridge.

President– Jan LeClair
Past President– Laurie Farrell
Vice President– Neil Gallagher
Secretary-Linda Parviaininen
Membership Secretary– Mary Chouinard

Basil trained as an electrician in Halifax, Nova Scotia. He married
Jeannette (LeBlanc) in 1954 and initially settled in Amirault’s Hill.
They were married 64 years when she died in 2018.

Treasurer-Paul Crowley

He taught electronics at the Yarmouth County Vocational High
School and served as an engineer and officer on the MV Bluenose.
In 1960, he moved his family to Franklin, MA to pursue a career in
electronics, helping to pioneer the development of memory systems in the early days of the computer industry.

Newsletter– Gay Gawron

Directors at Large
Webmaster– Kim Rhault
Tree of Hope– Rick Boyer
Hospitality– Open

He retired as a computer engineer from Honeywell Corp. and went
to build a small business painting and wallpapering home interiors,
and restoring art and furniture.

Workshop Coordinator– Open

Historian

As an artist, his favorite subjects were landscapes, seascapes and
people of his Nova Scotia youth, but he carved birds, butterflies,
cars and family dogs. He returned to his source of inspiration summers and extended stays with Jeannette. He lovingly restored the
19th century house, and covered the interior of the barn with
fond, painted murals of Acadian Village life.

Paul Ward

Tree of Hope
Rick Boyer and Scotty Arsenault

A devoted member of St. Mary’s Parish, he restored and painted
the church’s Stations of the Cross.

Meeting Dates

Basil was past secretary of the New England Woodcarvers. In 1994,
he was honored as recipient of Member (Carver) of the Year
Award.

Board Meetings via Zoom
November 19, 2021

Until the Covid– 19 pandemic, Basil taught carving at the Franklin
Senior Center. His many carvings will be loaned to museums in the
area and in Canada.
Basil will be missed by family, friends and all who knew him.

Membership Meetings

SOW

To be held at the Veasey
Center, 201 Washington
St., Groveland, MA

October 23 –24

Sunday

Field House Sport

September 19, 2021

Bow, NH

Location to be announced
for
December 11, 2021

Tree of Hope
As this will be my last article in the news letter. First and foremost I would like
to thank everyone for all the great carvings you’ve donated over the years. At
the same time I would like to Thank anyone who will donate to the Tree in the
future. I will be at the meetings to accept them, and as usual I am still willing
to pick them up anywhere in New England. Just e-mail me an address and a
time that is convenient for you, My e-mail is listed on NEWC website for now. I
would like to Thank Jim Thompson for the box of carvings he sent my way. I’m
hoping to raise more money this year because I believe there are more troops
out there who are suffering with PTSD. I thank everyone for their support.
Remember...All Gave Some...Some Gave all...And Most Are Still Giving!
-Rick Boyer
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Editor in Chief– Gay Gawron
glgawron@gmail.com
Editor’s Coordinators:
Mary Chouinard
Jan LeClair
Kim Rhault
Linda Parvianinen
Laurie Farrell

William Brown
I am an anesthesiologist and a passionate
student of period furniture making. I just
kept learning more about woodworking
through the years and used every opportunity to gain more skills. I’ve acquired a full
shop of third-hand tools slowly over 30
years. My passion for furniture making and
carving has only increased in time.

you can check out his website.
Maine Coast Workshop | Woodworking
School
Edition #7—William
Woods USA

(Bill)

For me woodworking has been a tremendously enriching aspect of my life. I love
everything about wood. (except the splinters and the dust!) There seems to be no
end of new things to learn, better ways to
do things, new aspects of woodworking to
explore. Woodworking allows me to exercise that creativity within the bounds of
what wood allows.
For more information on William Brown and
the school he is opening in Camden Maine

Time to Renew Your Membership
NEWC Membership is $20 or $25 with mailed Newsletter
Annual membership is due October 1, 2021
Renewing TODAY saves you and NEW
NEWC will save on postage and mailing the renewal notice
Simply: 1. Write a check for $20 or ($25 to have Newsletter mailed) to NEWC
2. Update info: Name, address, e-mail address and telephone number
3.Mail to: Membership Secretary, 4 Cross Street, Medfield, MA 02052
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Brown—Rare

Established 1965
New England Woodcarvers
WWW NEWC. ORG Face Book New England Woodcarvers

In-Person

Spirit of Wood
Show and Competition 2021
Open to wood artists in all categories!
Visit
http://www.newc.org
For details/forms as the site is updated

October 23-24, 2021
Field House Sports
12 Tallwood Drive
Bow, NH 03304
Opens to the public on Sunday 10/24 at 10 a.m.

Admission fee for the PUBLIC on 10/24—$5.00
Under 16 FREE

Competitor Registration
Saturday afternoon after 2pm
Sunday morning beginning at 7am
Vendor Space Available
Contact Laurie at doclaf@earthlink.net
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